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REMARKS 



Applicant submits the following remarks in response to the Office Action mailed October 
9, 2001. Applicant respectfully submits that the Application as it presently stands is in condition 
for allowance. 

The Examiner has rejected pending claims 1,4-11 and 14-20 under 35 US.C. § 103(a) as 
allegedly being unpatentable over Siegel, U.S. Patent No, 4,732,411 ("Siege!"), in view of 
Kutsuma, U.S. Patent No. 5,905,652 rKutsuma"> Applicant respectfully submits that all of the 
rejected claim* arc patcntably distinct from and allowable over Siegel, K-Utsuma and the other art 
of record. 

With respect to Kutsuma, that reference discloses a system tor prescription medicine 
wherein prescription information of a patient is uploaded from a doctor's computer ("host 
computer") to a pharmacy computer ("personal computer"). The personal computer, which has 
images of medicine stored therein, then creates a document containing the prescription 
information and an image of the prescribed drug. A digital camera connected to the personal 
computer can be used to obtain the images, (See col. 3, lines 19-53). 

There is no teaching or suggestion in Kutsuma, however, that the system disclosed 
therein may be used to identify patients through the use of photographs as claimed in the present 
invention, nor is there any teaching or suggestion in Kutsuma to combine Kutsuma with Siegel in 
the manner suggested by the Examiner. 

Indeed, Kutsuma teaches away from the claimed invention. In the claimed invention, the 
secondary computer, which is connected to a digital camera, is used to create and store the 
patient photographs in software object form. The photographs are then uploaded xo ihe 
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photograph database in the primary computer, where the prescription database also resides. The 
primary computer is then used to create and print the prescription labels. 

In Kutsuma, on the other hand, The same computer which creates the prescription 
document containing an image of the medication is the same computer which is connected to 
digital camera. (See, e^, figure I of Kutsunia). This computer, referred to by ICutsuma as The 
"personal computer " is arguably analogous to the primary computer of the present invention as 
it prints the prescription document. The second computer in Kutsuma, referred to by Kutsuma as 
the "host computer", is arguably analogous to the secondary computer of the present invention, 
but is not involved in the photographic process. 

Thus, assuming, arguendo , that one of ordinary skill in the art would combine Kutsuma 
and Siegel as suggested by the Examiner, Kutsuma at best would teach that the primary 
computer of the present invention, and not the secondary computer, be used to obtain patient 
photographs. This is directly opposite to the present invention, where the secondary computer is 
used to obtain the patient photographs. 

Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted that ihe claims 1, 4-1 1 and 14-20 are allowable 
over Siegel and Kutsuma, as well as the other an of record. 

Attached for the Examiner's reference is a copy of the International Search report for the 
PCT application corresponding to the present Application. The Examiner will note that all of the 
cited references have been cited by the Examiner. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees required by this response to 
Account No. 501-814, Order No. 425433. 
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ln view of the foregoing, Applicant respectfully submits that the Application is in 
condition for allowance- 



Dated: January 9, 2002 Respectfully submitted, 

J 
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